Chapter V
THE PRESCHOOL CHILD AS AN INDIVIDUAL
THE GROWTH OF INDIVIDUALITY
IN SPEAKING of the behavior of the child we must keep in mind
that we speak only of the average reactions of children* Within
the range of average reactions, however, there are as many in-
dividual deviations with children as there are with adults. A. Gesell
goes so far as to say;{214) *
It is permissible to speak of the individuality of the fetus, for even newborn
infants display significant individual differences in their physiological processes,
in their reactions to internal and extrinsic stimuli, in their patterns of feeding,
sleeping, and waking activity, and in perceptivity.
Although the human structure follows in its development certain
basic patterns which are characteristic of various stages of growth,
individuality appears as early as the first breath of life. Individu-
ality is given, but it is only slowly accepted; when it is accepted, the
preschool age ends. Now it again takes some time until individuality
is consciously directed. After the search for the self is completed,
after individuality is recognized, there starts the process of individu-
atiou, ending when the search for the "I" becomes substituted by the
search for the "You." Then childhood has ended.
The various stages in the development toward acceptance of the
individuality may roughly be divided into the ages of from 1 to 5,
At 1 year of age the child has his individuality "within" still fused
with the environment without. At 2 years of age the child recog-
nizes himself as being different from the environment, but this dif-
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